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THE  SPIRIT  OF  BROCK 


'HE  approaching  centenary  of  the  war  of  1812  to 


1814,  in  which  Major-General  Sir  Isaac  Brock,  K.B., 


was  the  leading  figure,  has  urged  me  to  commemor- 
ate this  period  by  modelling  a  bust  of  the  celebrated 
general,  and  furthermore,  that  it  should  be  wholly  a 
Canadian  piece  of  work  in  every  sense  and  not  an 
importation.  This  feeling  I  have  tried  to  carry  out,  with 
the  result  shown  in  the  accompanying  photographic 
reproduction. 

Conceiving  from  the  written  description  of  what  Brock 
must  have  been  in  the  early  days  of  his  career  to  this 
country,  I  was  greatly  disappointed  in  rinding  that  of  all 
the  portraits  that  are  in  existence  of  him  not  two  are 
alike.  One,  however,  that  pleased  me  the  most  was  from 
an  old  miniature,  one  that  had  been  painted  for  the  lady 
to  whom  he  was  engaged.  It  represents  him  as  a  tall 
soldierly  man  over  six  feet  in  height,  of  a  fair  complexion, 
with  auburn  hair  and  blue  eyes.  He  is  dressed  in  the 
full  regimentals  of  the  18th  century — an  English  officer 
and  an  aristocrat.  His  whole  appearance  is  soldier-like 
and  prepossessing.  From  prints  and  written  description 
I  have  endeavored  to  produce  a  bust  that  should  in  every 
way  be  typical  of  the  man,  and  a  portrait  of  him,  and  one 
that  should  embody  his  many  noble  qualities.  After 
many  futile  efforts  I  at  last  succeeded  in  producing  a 
semblance  and  something  of  the  character  of  the  man 
that  was  the  defender  of  Upper  Canada  in  her  time  of 
peril. 


Loyal,  honest,  untiring,  energetic,  and  great  in  those 
qualities  which  make  the  commander  of  an  army  worthy 
of  the  soldier's  honor  and  regard,  Brock  won  for  himself 
a  high  and  solid  fame  which  the  verdict  of  this  and  future 
generations  will  confirm.  Surely  no  greater  opportunity 
will  arise — no  better  time  will  come  than  the  present — 
in  which  to  infuse  a  spirit  of  Brock  among  the  younger 
generation.  It  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  to  the  ordinary 
citizen  he  is  totally  unknown,  for  a  most  disappointing 
characteristic  of  Canadian  life  is  the  comparative  lack  of 
portraiture  of  men  of  the  past  who  helped  to  build  up 
Canada.  These  should  line  the  walls  of  our  Canadian 
educational  institutions,  which  at  present  are  sadly 
deficient  in  this  particular.  Also,  it  will  be  noted,  the 
almost  total  absence  of  sculptured  work  in  our  schools 
and  libraries.  Let  Canada  look  up,  and  in  this  year  of 
1 9 12  commemorate  the  life  of  this  great  defender  of  our 
country,  for  not  only  was  he  a  man,  but  a  friend  and 
a  teacher.  We  Canadians  are  a  commercial  people,  and 
with  us  sculpture  is  but  little  understood  in  the  Canada 
of  to-day,  for  it  is  yet  early,  but  it  is  surely  and  gradually 
growing,  and  as  the  country  grows  richer  and  more 
educated  a  better  understanding  may  be  given  to  the 
fine  arts.  What  will  fire  the  imagination  of  the  youth 
of  to-day  more  than  to  see  prominence  given  to  the  men 
of  the  past?  Who  can  hold  a  stronger  claim  on  the 
Canadian  of  to-day  than  the  hero  and  defender  of  Upper 
Canada,  Sir  Isaac  Brock? 
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